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“Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince”
Directed by David Yates

Produced by David Heyman and David Barron
Written by Steve Kloves

Based on “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince” by J.K. Rowling

Starring:
Daniel Radcliffe

Rupert Grint
Emma Watson
Jim Broadbent

Helena Bonham Carter
Robbie Coltrane
Warwick Davis

Michael Gambon
Alan Rickman 
Maggie Smith
Timothy Spall
David Thewlis 
Julie Walters

Music by Nicholas Hooper
Cinematography by Bruno Delbonnel

Edited by Mark Day
Produced by Heyday Films

Distributed by Warner Bros. Pictures



NICHOLAS HOOPER - Composer
Nicholas Hooper, also known as Nick Hooper, is a British 
film and television composer and guitarist, born on 23 
July 1952. His musical journey in film commenced in the 
1980s, marking the onset of a prolific creative period in 
his life. He is known for his award-winning scores for 
BBC productions such as “Land of the Tiger” and “Andes 
to Amazon,” along with TV movies “The Girl in the Café” 
and “My Family and Other Animals” among others.

Hooper’s acclaim skyrocketed with his composition for 
the Harry Potter film series, specifically “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix” 
and “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince,” where he collaborated with director David 
Yates. These projects were notable as Hooper’s involvement in blockbuster films, earning 
him a Grammy nomination for “Half-Blood Prince”. His other high-profile work includes 
the soundtrack for the Disney documentary “African Cats,” which was among the 97 
original scores shortlisted for nomination at the 84th Academy Awards in 2011.

Beyond film scoring, Hooper is a performing guitarist who released a solo guitar album 
titled “6 Strings” in 2015, followed by “Pete’s Trees” with his duo Henderson:Hooper 
in 2018. In 2019, he featured on a charity double CD “Strings that Nimble Leap.” He 
performs regularly with Gordon Giltrap MBE and The Boot Band. Additionally, he has 
released three novels: “Above the Void” (2017), “The Occasional Gardener” (2018), and 
“The Mirror in the Ice Cream Parlour” (2019), showcasing his versatility and creativity 
across different mediums.

Hooper has been active in the music domain since 1985, with a career spanning over 
decades, wherein he has contributed to over 250 films, dramas, and documentaries 
since 1990, making him one of Europe’s leading composers known for original, inspiring, 
and colorful music.His noteworthy accolades include a BAFTA Award and an Ivor Novello 
Award for Original Score in 2004 for “The Young Visiters,” and a BAFTA for Best Original 
Television Music in 2007 for “Prime Suspect: The Final Act”.



JOHN BEAL - Conductor
Principal Conductor of the Hollywood Symphony 
Orchestra, John Beal has conducted a wide variety 
of film scores and concerts with many of the world’s 
greatest musicians, from the Orchestre Philharmonique 
du Luxembourg, the National Orchestra of Belgium and 
The City of Prague Philharmonic, the National Symphony 
of Malaysia and the Evergreen Symphony of Taiwan, 
as well as major symphony orchestras throughout the 
United States and Canada, including several decades 
with the Hollywood Studio Symphony Orchestra. Maestro 
Beal arranged and conducted orchestras on albums 

and in concerts and television with very diverse artists ranging from the World Premiere 
of Rocketman: Live in Concert with Sir Elton John and Taron Egerton, music directed the 
World Premiere of Chicago: Live to Film and the World Premiere of Respect Live: Live to Film, 
conducted the World Premiere album and orchestral concert of Electronica DJ Deadmau5, 
the World Premiere of Serengeti Live with Lola Lennox, the U.S. concert debut of Olivia 
Newton-John, and television and records for singers Gladys Knight, Ella Fitzgerald, and B.B. 
King. Mr. Beal created music for 45 theatrical features, television films and documentaries, 
26 major network series or specials, and 35 national advertisers. Working with Walt Disney 
Imagineering, he produced music for Disneyland and Walt Disney World theme parks, and is 
also internationally recognized for composing original scores for the marketing of over 2,000 
major studio projects, including Star Wars, Titanic, Forrest Gump, Aladdin, Braveheart, The 
Matrix, and The Last Samurai. 
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87TH SEASON  
2024-2025

ORCHESTRA

First Violins
Jonathan Sturm
 Concertmaster  

Connie & David Belin Chair
Julie Fox Henson
 Associate Concertmaster 

Louisa & Jim Sandager 
Chair

Yi-Miao Huang 
John Helmich
Tracy Engman 

Finkelshteyn
Hannah MacLean 
Linda Pfund Swanson
Seaeun Lee 
Danna Pins**
Leah Kolner
Christine Johnson
Sara Goplin 
Hanna Wolle
Romulo Sprung

Second Violins
Madeline Capistran
 Principal  

John & Irene Graether 
Chair

Gretchen Theesfield
Emily Nardo
Mary Alice Hutton
Matt Meyer
Bethany Washington**
Mary Dahlby
Thomas Juneau, Jr.
Sarit Dubin

Violas
Roslyn Green
 Principal  

R.W. & Mary Nelson Chair
Charles Miranda
Katy Byrd
Benjamin Burgdorf
Linda Benoit
Jonanne Tucker 
Abby Hendricks
Lucas Blekeberg
Kelsey Farr

Violoncellos
Julie Sturm
 Principal
 Robert & Gloria Burnett 

Chair
Eric Graf
Michele Senger
George Work
Rachael Means
Andrew Holm
Ryan Doerr
Andrew Shinn
Sarah Arnone

Double Basses
Dominic Azkoul
 Principal 

John Merriman &  
Dr. Barbara Beatty Chair,  
in Honor of Eva & James 
Brauninger

Kory Johnson 
Christopher Ewan 
Ashley Eidbo
Brett Wagner
Jason Wells**
Austin Vawter
Clint Sevcik
Steven Charlson

Harp
Erin Brooker-Miller
 Principal
 Audrey & Harlan Rosenberg 

Chair

Flutes 
Lisa Meyerhofer
 Principal
 Irene T. Sideman Chair 
Sonja Giles

Piccolo
Hannah Peterson**
Kimberly Helton

Oboes 
Jennifer Wohlenhaus
 Principal 

Meredith Corporation 
Foundation Chair

Susan Odem

English Horn 
Lindsay Wiley

Clarinets
Gregory Oakes 

Principal
Clarence Padilla

E-flat Clarinet
Kariann Voigts

Bass Clarinet
James Garcia

Bassoons
Kevin Judge
 Principal 

Eileen & Paul Tyler Chair
Timothy Gale

Contrabassoon
Matthew Ransom

Horns
Bret Seebeck
 Principal
 Robert E. & Gladys G.
 Wilkins Chair
Jacob White
 Assistant Principal
Peter Kortenkamp
Charles Harris
Joshua Johnson

Trumpets
Andrew Bishop
 Principal
 Drs. Robert &  

Rebecca Shaw Chair
Andrew Classen 
Carl Eitzen

Trombones
Casey Maday 
 Principal
Robert Parker

Bass Trombone
Sean Yeung 

Tuba
Ravil “Bo” Atlas
 Principal
 Gene Wibben Memorial 

Chair

Timpani
Michael Geary
 Principal
 Kruidenier Family Chair,  

in Honor of Elizabeth & 
David Kruidenier

Percussion
Aaron Williams 

Principal
 Gardner & Florence Call 

Cowles Foundation Chair
Robert Meunier
Thomas Mackey

Orchestra 
Personnel Manager
Clarence Padilla

Music Librarian
Rachel Lowry

Stage Manager
Kyle Bochart

Scan to read more about 
our musicians:

** Leave of absence

The Des Moines Symphony 
Orchestra frequently employs 
additional musicians to meet 
the instrumentation 
requirements and musical 
demands of the works 
performed. 

The musicians of the  
Des Moines Symphony 
Orchestra are represented by 
Local 75 of the American 
Federation of Musicians.

Dinner Daily 4 to Close

524 e 6th st. Des Moines ia 50309  515-244-0261
alBaDsM.CoM

DMCHORAL .ORG |  @DMCHORAL

A Celebration in Song 
with the Luther College Nordic Choir

& the Iowa State Singers
St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines
Saturday, February 15, 7:30 p.m.

Christmas with the Choral Society
St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines
Saturday, December 7, 7:30 p.m.

O Fortuna - Carmina Burana
with the Des Moines Symphony

Des Moines Civic Center 
April 5, 7:30 p.m. | April 6, 2:30 p.m.

45th Anniversary Celebration Concert
St. Ambrose Cathedral, Des Moines

Saturday, May 3, 7:30 p.m.

45th ANNIVERSARY SEASON PERFORMANCES

Calla Whipp

Calla Whipp
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ABOUT THE DES MOINES SYMPHONY

T
he Des Moines Symphony Orchestra, 
celebrating its 87th season in 
2024-2025, is one of the Midwest’s 
premier arts institutions. Led by Music 

Director Joseph Giunta since 1989, the 
Orchestra has established an outstanding 
national reputation as one of the country’s 
leading regional orchestras. The Orchestra 
performs a regular series of Masterworks, Pops, 
special events and Education Concerts. In 2003, 
the Des Moines Symphony Academy was 
established, making the organization one of only 
five American orchestras to sponsor an Academy 
of Music.
 “Dazzling, with the Des Moines brass 
bursting forth with stentorian power...” and 
delivering a “soul-satisfying triumph.” Phillip 
Nones, Bachtrack
 In 1942, the Symphony became a founding 
member of the League of American Orchestras 
(LAO). During the 2023-2024 season, the 
Orchestra was selected to participate in the 
LAO’s Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation Orchestral 
Commissions Program (a national consortium 
ensuring that new works by women and 

nonbinary composers receive multiple 
performances throughout the country) and 
performed the Midwest Premiere of Wang Lu’s 
Surge. Now the principal resident company of 
the acoustically acclaimed 2,662-seat Des 
Moines Civic Center, the Orchestra performs 
seven pairs of Masterworks concerts there each 
season. These performances include major 
works of the orchestral repertoire and feature 
many of the world’s most prominent soloists, 
including John Browning, Van Cliburn, Alicia De 
Larrocha, Simon Estes, Sherrill Milnes, Itzhak 
Perlman, Yo-Yo Ma, and the Martha Graham 
Dance Company in a special Des Moines 
Performing Arts presentation. 
 The Orchestra also performs a Pops series, 
including its annual New Year’s Eve Pops. 
Throughout its history, leading popular artists of 
the day, including Ella Fitzgerald, Roger Williams, 
Audra McDonald, Kristin Chenoweth and Leslie 
Odom, Jr., among many others, have taken the 
stage with the Orchestra. In July 2019, the 
Symphony launched Water Works Pops, a free 
summer concert series at the Lauridsen 
Amphitheater at Water Works Park. The  

Des Moines Symphony’s Yankee Doodle Pops 
concert, held each July, is one of Iowa’s favorite 
Independence Day traditions and the largest 
single-day concert event in the state, often 
attracting more than 100,000 listeners.  
 Under the leadership of Joseph Giunta, the 
Orchestra has received numerous awards, 
including the Bravo Greater Des Moines Encore 
Award and the League of American Orchestras’ 
prestigious ASCAP Award for Adventurous 
Programming. Both awards are a testament to 
the highly creative and diverse mix of 
programming presented by the Des Moines 
Symphony, which includes 26 new works during 
the last 30 years. The most recent commissions 
include: 

• Symphony in Sculpture I, II and III, by Emmy 
Award-winning composer Steve Heitzeg, were 
inspired by the John and Mary Pappajohn 
Sculpture Park. DVDs featuring original films 

 by Blur MediaWorks, plus a behind-the-scenes 
 making-of documentary, were released in 

2013, 2016 and 2020, respectively. 

• Symphony On A Stick was composed by Peter 
Hamlin and premiered on September 26 & 27, 
2015, at the Civic Center. The following year it 
was performed on the opening night of the 
Iowa State Fair at the invitation of the Iowa 
State Blue Ribbon Foundation. 

• Heartland Canons, by living American 
composer Kevin Puts, premiered on 
September 22 & 23, 2022, at the Civic Center. 
A very generous gift from the Harriet S. and  
J. Locke Macomber Des Moines Symphony 
Fund made the commission possible.

 All Masterworks programs are broadcast 
statewide on Iowa Public Radio Classical, the 
Radio Home of the Des Moines Symphony. 
Several CDs, including a unique collection of all 

nine Beethoven symphonies and a Chesky 
Records recording with acclaimed American 
pianist Earl Wild, feature the Orchestra with 
Joseph Giunta conducting.
 The mission of the Des Moines Symphony 
Orchestra & Academy is to create extraordinary, 
live musical experiences and outstanding 
educational opportunities for our community. In 
addition to Civic Center and community 
performances, the organization is dedicated to 
providing music education opportunities to 
students of all ages. The Des Moines Symphony 
Academy, a year-round institution dedicated to 
providing outstanding music education 
opportunities for students ages three to adult, 
attracts nearly 500 accomplished young 
musicians to the historic and beautifully restored 
Temple for Performing Arts each week. Private 
lessons, group classes, chamber music, and six 
ensembles, including Preludio Strings, Youth 
Sinfonia, Youth Philharmonic, Youth Symphony, 
Youth Jazz Orchestra and Youth Wind Ensemble, 
are among the Academy’s many offerings. 
 Over the years, violinist Midori, composer 
Andrew Norman, and Symphony Concertmaster 
Jonathan Sturm, among others, have worked 
with area students in special programs. Our 
2022-2023 season marked the first Fred & 
Charlotte Hubbell Visiting Artist In Residence 
program. In its inaugural year, violinist Kevin Zhu 
worked with six local schools and twelve 
different ensembles. Budding conductors also 
have the chance to learn; “Maestro Classes” 
take place almost every year and have included 
Lauridsen Guest Conductors Jahja Ling, Peter 
Oundjian, Gerard Schwarz, Christopher Seaman, 
JoAnn Falletta, Carl St. Clair, Keith Lockhart and 
others. The Des Moines Symphony performs its 
school-day Youth Concerts for more than 5,000 
schoolchildren each year at the Civic Center.
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the highly creative and diverse mix of 
programming presented by the Des Moines 
Symphony, which includes 26 new works during 
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• Symphony On A Stick was composed by Peter 
Hamlin and premiered on September 26 & 27, 
2015, at the Civic Center. The following year it 
was performed on the opening night of the 
Iowa State Fair at the invitation of the Iowa 
State Blue Ribbon Foundation. 

• Heartland Canons, by living American 
composer Kevin Puts, premiered on 
September 22 & 23, 2022, at the Civic Center. 
A very generous gift from the Harriet S. and  
J. Locke Macomber Des Moines Symphony 
Fund made the commission possible.

 All Masterworks programs are broadcast 
statewide on Iowa Public Radio Classical, the 
Radio Home of the Des Moines Symphony. 
Several CDs, including a unique collection of all 

nine Beethoven symphonies and a Chesky 
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Joseph Giunta conducting.
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live musical experiences and outstanding 
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performances, the organization is dedicated to 
providing music education opportunities to 
students of all ages. The Des Moines Symphony 
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providing outstanding music education 
opportunities for students ages three to adult, 
attracts nearly 500 accomplished young 
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Temple for Performing Arts each week. Private 
lessons, group classes, chamber music, and six 
ensembles, including Preludio Strings, Youth 
Sinfonia, Youth Philharmonic, Youth Symphony, 
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are among the Academy’s many offerings. 
 Over the years, violinist Midori, composer 
Andrew Norman, and Symphony Concertmaster 
Jonathan Sturm, among others, have worked 
with area students in special programs. Our 
2022-2023 season marked the first Fred & 
Charlotte Hubbell Visiting Artist In Residence 
program. In its inaugural year, violinist Kevin Zhu 
worked with six local schools and twelve 
different ensembles. Budding conductors also 
have the chance to learn; “Maestro Classes” 
take place almost every year and have included 
Lauridsen Guest Conductors Jahja Ling, Peter 
Oundjian, Gerard Schwarz, Christopher Seaman, 
JoAnn Falletta, Carl St. Clair, Keith Lockhart and 
others. The Des Moines Symphony performs its 
school-day Youth Concerts for more than 5,000 
schoolchildren each year at the Civic Center.




